
Alameda Youth Sports Coalition 

Mayoral Candidate Statements 

Please write a brief statement for our audience. Address your view on the role of Youth Sports 
in Alameda, personal involvement, and policy direction on sports fields, facilities and programs.  

Doug DeHaan 

I commend your groups for coming together for a common cause and forming a united voice to express 

your concerns of the destiny of youth program.  

The City of Alameda must be directly and continuously involved to ensure that we are totally committed 

to the needs of the Alameda sports community. We must find ways to make sure that the scarce 

Recreation and Park Department (ARPD) budget (General Fund) is safeguarded from encroachment of 

the ever-increasing Public Safety obligations. The ARPD is only seven percent of the General Fund 

Budget.  ARPD is an excellent means of delivering service to all segments (youth, adults and seniors) of 

the community. ARPD must maximize our opportunity to generate additional funding beyond just 

increasing fees. 

I’m a product of youth sports in Alameda, which instills integrity and builds character. My children are 

products of youth sports in Alameda, and I am proud to say my grandchildren are now involved in many 

areas of youth sports in Alameda. I will work with you to make youth sports bigger and better than ever 

in the city. One the rights of passage as an Alameda parent is the role we play in enhancing our 

commitment to youth sports programs like: coaching teams, fund raising, events coordinator, team 

sponsorships, president of a sport association, etc. My family and I have been deeply involved and 

continue to be involved in all of these aspects. 

I was directly involved in formulating the needs and design of the Alameda Point Sports Complex. The 

final report and recommendations were approved by the Alameda Reuse and Redevelopment (ARRA) in 

1997. The plan presented by SunCal is virtually the same plan, with very few exceptions. This plan was 

the centerpiece for their proposed development. The city’s community sports complex is what we need 

to build and expand upon with additional acreage.  We have many more sports opportunities such as: 

Estuary Park, Alameda Landing, and the Northern Waterfront Development. The City must strengthen 

our relationship with AUSD and College of Alameda. 
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Tony Daysog 

I'm in this race to provide fresh leadership that focuses on getting results through good city and 
neighborhood planning, focusing first and foremost on getting Alameda Point going as a vibrant 
new, mixed-use community. To that end, hiring a developer(s) and keeping them on track to 
redevelop Alameda Point as a vibrant mixed-use area is critical. We need to work with the private 
sector and place Alameda Point onto the tax rolls, so as to reinvest future property taxes and fees to 
world-class amenities, such as open space, public access waterfront paths with breathtaking views of 
San Francisco, and multi-sport recreational facilities for youths and all Alamedans. A reasonable 
number of housing is key, as this will generate the most property taxes (relative to 
commercial/industrial) to pay for amenities, new landscaping and infrastructure, which also attract 
quality industries that provide high-paying, career-track occupations—not dead-end jobs.  

I am an active consumer of recreational facilities in Alameda, especially the tennis courts in town.  
More importantly, having grown up in Alameda, I know first-hand the benefits of organized 
recreational activities for youths.  Perhaps one major policy direction I would have is to make sure to 
provide team practice and competition opportunities in the West End of town, and to specifically 
encourage teams in the West End of town.  While generally kids are able to get to any point in 
Alameda to take part in organized sports, from spring softball to all-year soccer, for reasons related 
to socioeconomics, youths living in the West End between Appezzato Way and Pacific/Lincoln may 
experience relative greater burdens with respect to accessing these opportunities.  That’s why I 
support the Boys Club at Woodstock School. 

Another policy direction I will pursue is to make sure Alamedans have priority access to fields for 
practice and competition.  While it is nice and welcome to accept funding from teams and leagues 
from outside of Alameda, in the end, we need to take responsibility over our fields.  While it is true 
that finding the dollars to invest in field upkeep is difficult, my perspective is that we need to move 
redevelopment of Alameda Point along so that, with each passing month and year, we’re coming 
closer and closer to the reality of a world-class multi-sport recreational sports complex at Alameda 
Point, which will require us to get Alameda Point onto the tax rolls since property taxes and fees 
generated via the private sector developer approach will generate money to achieve this.  Simply 
renting out old military facilities as is will never bring us to this reality, since rents are below market 
(not even enough in the aggregate to keep Alameda Point fire station open). 

Marie Gilmore 

    Youth sports are vital to maintaining our community’s quality of life and for the life lessons 
sports teach our children.  They learn about teamwork, discipline and adversity.  Lifelong 
friendships are created and tolerance of others is fostered. 
 
      We are a sports family. I am the proud parent of a former Little League, Softball and Youth 
Basketball player.  My daughter currently plays soccer and has played for over ten years.  I’ve 
been a snack and photo day coordinator as well as the team contact parent.  My husband has 
helped out with multiple Little League teams.  
 
      Our need for more field space is acute and we need fields now, not five or ten years from 
now.  That’s why it is important for us to form partnerships with the College of Alameda and 
AUSD to leverage our money, field space and expertise.  We need to gain access to the 
College of Alameda’s turf field, convert Encinal High’s field to turf and explore creating a sports 
complex at Washington Park while we wait for development at Alameda Point.  
 


