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Ashcraft, Sullwold best Alameda council choices
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Bad news: The city of Alameda is buried so deeply in debt that it will take years to crawl out. Good news: Most of
the City Council candidates consider the budget their top priority.

The city has already cut police staffing by 11 percent and fire by 6 percent over the past five years. Animal shelter
operations have been outsourced, and library hours have been cut. Yet the general fund still has a structural deficit
that will drain all reserves over the next five years.

Meanwhile, employee retirement plans are at least $285 million underfunded. That's about $3,800 per resident. It
equals six years of city payroll. It's like a giant credit card balance with escalating payments that will further erode
the budget.

Jane Sullwold and Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft stand out as the candidates who best understand the seriousness of the
situation and are prepared to address it. We were impressed by how well they had studied the issue.

At last week's Kiwanis forum at the Elks Club, Sullwold called the city finances "an incredible budget problem put
together with duct tape and Band-Aid," and said the city would run out of money in four years on its present
course. And when asked her top three priorities for the city, she responded: "Budget, budget, budget."

Sullwold described the city's finances as filled with "scary numbers," and we feel confident that she will be
instrumental in reviewing how each and every city dollar is allocated and spent.

We consider Sullwold a realistic, independent and industrious voice. We also note that she led the fight to save the
Chuck Corica Golf Complex from developers and fought to find a "green" developer.

As far as Ashcraft goes, we find her background stellar. First and foremost, she is an Alamedan -- having attended
Edison Elementary, Lincoln Middle and Alameda High schools and having returned to raise her family here. She's
president of the all-important Planning Board, has served as an Alameda Hospital board member and has chaired
campaigns to save Alameda Hospital and build the new Main Library.

We like her position regarding Alameda Point and her call to complete the property transfer from the federal
government and the need to rezone the property.

Sullwold and Ashcraft are attorneys with professional mediation experience. They're going to need it as they try to
navigate a financial maze. If city officials don't take major action now, the problem will worsen. As Sullwold said,
everything must be put on the table.

As far as the other candidates go, we like Stewart Chen, a current board member of the Alameda Health Care
District Board, for his active role in city affairs and community involvement. We also like Jeff Cambra, a 26-year
Alameda resident who has been an assistant city attorney for the city of Hayward, for his involvement with 14
Alameda organizations, such as the Alameda Chamber of Commerce and for advocating the mom-and-pop
businesses that are so vital to Alameda's economy and character. Sullwold and Ashcraft, however, lead this
candidate field.
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